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E.O. 12065:,XDS-4 12/14/10 (BLAKEMORE DAVID) OR-P
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, KS
SUBJECT: KWANSJU APPEALS TRIAL; ANO, ARRESTS

REF: (A) SEOUL 1694(), (8) SEOUL 16970, (C) SEOUL

~IRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY: EMBOFF MET DECEMBER 23 WITH THE WIVES OF TWD
PERSONS CONVICTED IN THE MASS TRIALS HELD IN KWANGJU
SE EMBER AKC OCTOBER ON CHARGES ARISING OUT OF THAT CITY' SPT

IN

IIAY 1980 UPPISING (REF. C): MRS. SIYONG NO-KUN (M-R),
WHOSE PROFESSOR HUSBAND WAS SENTENCED TO 12 YEARS, AND
MRS. HONG NAM"SUN (M"R), WH05E HUSBAND, A DISTINGUISHED
HUIIAN RiGHTS ATTORNEY, RECEIVED A LIFE SENTENCE. THE
WOMEN SAII IIAT THE'VERDICTS IN THE MILITARY APPEALS TRIAL
FOR THE Kt'AIIGJU DEFENDANTS ARE EXPECTED THE EVEN
DECEMBEP 23 T

ING OF
HE WOMEN PETITIONED THE EMBASSY TD INTERCEDE
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WITH THE RQK AUTHORITIES FOR LENIENCY FOR THOSE CDNVICTEO
IN THF. KWANGJU TRIALS; THEY ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION ON
RECENT ARRESTS IN KWANGJU. END SUIMIARY.

3. KWANGJU APPEALS TRIAL: THE WOMEN SAID THE APPELLATE
TRIAL FOR THDSE WHO APPEALED THEIR CONVICTIONS IN THE

gigl'HE0
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RETURNED TO KWANGJU. THE DEFENDANTS' FAMILIES HAD BEEN

TOLD THAT THE DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE BACK IN KWANGJU THE

EVENING OF DECEMBER 23, AND THAT THE VERDICTS WILL BE
ANNOUNCED AT THAT TIME.
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4. PETITION: THE WOMEN SUBMITTED A LENGTHY PETITION
ASKING THE EMBASSY TD INTERCEDE WITH THE AUTHORITIES TO

GAIN CI.EMENCY FOR THEIR HUSBAND5 AND FOR OTHERS CDNVICTED

IN THE KWANGJU TRIALS. WE HAVE NOT COMPLETED OUR TRANS"

LATION OF THE DOCUMENT YET. BUT FROM THE WOMEN'S COMMENTS

ON IT, ITS APPEAL IS ON HUMANITARIAN GRDUNOS. THE WOMEN

SAID THEY REPRESENT "THE KWANGJU DEFENDANTS' FAMILIES, "

MOST OF WHDM, THFY SAID, FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT THE U. 5. GAVE

APPROVAL IN MAY FOR THE ROK AUTHORITIES' HANDLING OF THE

KWANGJU UPRISING AND CAN NOW, IF IT WISHES, PREVAIL ON

THE5E SAME AJTHORITIES TO GRANT LENIENCY TO THE KWANGJU

DEFENDANTS. EMBOFF PROMISED THE PETITION WILL BE READ

CAREFULlY, ANO APPARENTLY ENJOYED SOME, BUT NOT COMPLETE,

SUCCE55 Ih PERSUADING THE PETITIONERS THAT FOREIGN
INFLUENCE IN CASES LIKE THIS IS VERY LIMITED.

5. ARRESTS: THE WOMEN SAID THERE HAS BEEN A MINI-WAVE OF

ARRESTS IH YWANGJU SINCE DECEMBER 10, INCLUDING 12 PEOPLE

ARRESTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE KWANGJU CULTURAL CENTER
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FIRE (REF- B) (NONE OF WHOM HAS BEEN FORMALLY CHARGED YET)
AND OVER 40 5TUDENTS ARRESTED FOR LEAFLETING. POLICE ARE

LOOKING I'Uk 1HE PERSONS WHO POSTED A LARGE SIGN SAYING

"KILL, DRAW iiND QUARTER CHUN 000-HWAN*" (M-R: CHON TU-

HWAN) (.'1 . Ol'ULAR SLOGAN DURING THE MAY UPRISING) JUST
OUTSIDE ~HE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT BUILDING ON DECEMBER 2Q.
POLICE HAVE ALSO ARRESTED "MANY" PEOPLE FOR RUMORMDNGERING.

6. WE 4AVE kECENTLY RECEIVED, AND WILL FORWARD NEPAR-
TELY. A

' IS , APPARENTLY COMPLETE, OF THE PERSONS TRIED
IN SEPTE1ISER AND OCTOBER IN KWANGJU. WE WILL TRY TO

UPDATE [T TO REFLECT THE APPEALS TRIAL VERDICTS, BUT ARE

NOT SURE HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE TO GET A COlilPLETE LIST OF

THE LATTER. GLEYSTEEN
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